
Identifying genuine  
Bayer products

Bayer sells its drug Nexavar® in different packaging all 
over the world. All packages have safety features that 
are relatively consistent and clearly identifiable. They 
are described below in this flyer.

Here you can see individual examples of different 
Nexavar® packaging.

Genuine Bayer
Nexavar®-

facts
Get theProtect 

yourself

Counterfeits!
Beware of

The information provided in this flyer is just an 
 overview of the key features of genuine Nexavar® 
 product packaging.

A guarantee that Nexavar® is genuine is, however, 
only possible after a more detailed examination. If 
you feel uncertain about the authenticity, you should 
ask your physician or pharmacist for advice.

You can also contact the manufacturer Bayer:

Website 
www.beware-of-counterfeits.com

Contact 
www.bayer.com 
or directly via the contact form provided on the 
 website 
www.beware-of-counterfeits.com

You should buy Nexavar® only from providers you would 
 entrust with your health!

  Never buy medicines from “private” suppliers outside of the 
legal supply chain. Do not accept medication which for 
 example has been purchased for you by friends abroad or 
via the Internet.

  Be wary of providers who are willing to sell Nexavar® with-
out a doctor’s prescription to you. Online pharmacies that 
offer prescription-only medicines without a prescription are 
in most cases selling falsified medicine.

  Prepare for trips abroad and take enough medication with 
you. When on holiday, don’t buy medicines from markets 
stalls or street vendors.

  Do not accept packaging that is incomplete or not 
 correctly configured for retail in your country.  In case of 
doubt, consult your physician or pharmacist.

It is not always possible to tell at first glance whether sellers 
are trustworthy. Help is available from different organisations 
and associations that can tell you more about the risks or if a 
seller of medicine is licensed and reliable.

European Alliance for Access to Safe Medicines 
(EAASM) 
www.eaasm.eu

National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) 
www.nabp.pharmacy

European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and 
Associations (EFPIA)  
www.efpia.eu

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
www.who.int

Bayer AG 
51368 Leverkusen 
Germany 
www.bayer.com
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PackagingIn recent years, counterfeit medicines 
have become a serious global prob
lem. It is estimated that, in 2010, 
global trade in counterfeit medicines 
will reach Us$ 75 billion. Counterfeit 
medicines usually contain no genu
ine active ingredient, or an amount 
different from that indicated, or a 
different active ingredient altogether. 
they may also be adulterated with 
dangerous substances and conta
minants. this problem is increasing 
even in countries with strict legal 
requirements for the manufacture 
and distribution of medicines.

Everything that Bayer HealthCare does, 
with its over 50,000 staff throughout the 
world and annual research expenditure 
running into billions of euros, is designed 
to guarantee that patients receive the best 
possible treatment for their condition. 
The company is committed to patient 
protection and pharmaceutical safety 
to counter the threat of counterfeit 
medicines. At the same time, Bayer 
HealthCare needs to ensure that the 
good reputation of the company and its 
products is not damaged by misuse and 
counterfeit drugs. 

Bayer HealthCare’s commitment 

Bayer HealthCare conducts a whole 
range of different activities to educate 
the public about counterfeit medicines. 
One way it has done this is by launching 
the information campaign “Beware of 
Counterfeits“. The company also plays 
its part in tackling the problem by means 
of product-based security measures, 
internal and external investigations and 
prosecution of suspected offenders in 
cooperation with police, customs autho-

rities, and professional associations. You 
can find much more information about 
counterfeit medicines at www.beware
ofcounterfeits.com.

About this brochure

This brochure shows you the main 
overt security features of the product 
Nexavar® (active ingredient sorafenib), 
which is used all over the world as a 
cancer treatment. We want our patients, 
as well as doctors, pharmacists, customs 
officials, etc., to be able to distinguish 
counterfeits from the original product. 
Unfortunately, third-party companies 
are allowed to repackage and reimport 
original medicines (see next page). It is 
often no longer possible to identify these 
products from the folding box.

Generics

Increasingly, we see criminal organizations 
offering products which they claim are 

equivalent to certain genuine products 
or their active ingredients. To clear up 
any possible misunderstandings: there 
are reputable manufacturers of so-called 
“generics“ – manufacturers of drugs sold 
under a different name, and maintaining 
a comparable quality, after the original 
manufacturer’s patent has expired. 
Ge nerics manufacturers can also fall 
victim to counterfeiting. However, caution 
should be exercised when so-called 
“generics“ are sold in violation of intel-
lectual property rights. Please note: 
Almost everywhere in the world (Europe, 
United States, China, India, etc.), the 
active ingredient sorafenib is authorized 
for sale only in the form of Nexavar®. so 
if you are offered a product purpor
ting to contain sorafenib, but under 
another name and not manufactured 
by Bayer, you should be extremely 
careful. Taking a “medicine“ which is 
not authorized on your country’s market 
or monitored by the authorities can be 
extremely dangerous for your health – 

not least because nobody knows exactly 
what is in these illegal products, or the 
quantities involved, or the conditions in 
which they are manufactured.

parallel imports

Because of compulsory legislation, there 
is the possibility of “parallel imports”. 
This means that retailers can import a 
genuine product from another country 
of the European Economic Area and 
exchange the original folding box for 
their own packaging or add appropriate 
labeling so that they can distribute it in 
their own country. If the parallel importer 
distributes Nexavar® in the importer’s 

own folding box, Bayer HealthCare 
naturally cannot comment on the authen-
ticity of the product on the basis of the 
packaging. This is quite simply because 
the packaging is produced by a third 
party whose dealing and reboxing Bayer 
HealthCare is obliged to accept due 
to prevailing European law. Whenever 
parallel-imported medicines are re-
packaged, the (new) packaging must 
indicate the company responsible for 
the repackaging. You may find more 
information about parallel imports by 
searching for “parallel trade” on the 
website of the European Federation 
of Pharmaceutical Industries and 
Associations (EFPIA), www.efpia.org.  

Protecting against counterfeits

oUR REspoNsIBIlIty

We are not aware of any cases of 
counterfeiting of Nexavar® – i.e. prod-
ucts sold under that name and 
alleg edly manufactured by Bayer – 
even from non-legal sources. Bayer 
HealthCare aims to keep it that way. 
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Cancer diseases – NEXAVAR®

types of Nexavar® packaging worldwide

MENTIONS LÉGALES

NEXAVAR®



safety features
The Nexavar®

  Tamper evident closure 
A genuine packaging always has a tamper evident 
 closure.

  Coding 
In addition, many countries mandate to apply a code, 
often including a serial number, allowing to identify 
 individual packages.

  Additional important details 
Basically, genuine packages are labelled with variable 
data (at least with batch code and expiry date).

Counterfeit versions of Nexavar®, in other words 
products with the same name that are  purported to 
come from Bayer, have occurred.

Bayer is engaged against counterfeiting of its 
products and the involved criminals with 
 respective means.

Bayer protects its product Nexavar® with different safety 
 features. Some can be seen with the naked eye. It is almost 
 impossible to successfully imitate or counterfeit all of them in 
a valid combination at the same time.

A genuine packaging will have the following features:

1.   Unvarnished area on the packaging 
The “Bayer” wordmark or the name “Nexavar®” runs 
 continuously across the surface of the Nexavar® box.  
It  becomes visible if the packaging is tilt so light falls  
on it at different angles.

2.   Microprint on the packaging 
On some Nexavar® packaging the product name 
Nexavar® is either continously printed in microprint inside 
or together with the word „Bayer“ at the edge of the 
brown area, indicating the strength (if necessary visible by 
using a magnifying glass).

3.   Unvarnished area on the plastic bottle label 
Some Nexavar® packaging have the product name 
Nexavar® applied  3 times left and  3 times right to the 
blue area with the product name Nexavar® on the label 
used for the plastic bottle.  
It becomes visible if the plastic bottle is tilt so light falls  
on it at  different angles.

4.   Microprint on the plastic bottle label 
On some Nexavar® packaging the product name 
Nexavar® runs continously across the surface of the 
plastic bottles‘ label (if necessary visible by using a 
magnifying glass).

5.   Stamp on the Aluminum foil 
Some Nexavar® packaging have on the lid foil of the 
plastic bottle Bayer crosses stamped alternately in bright 
and dark shades.

Counterfeits!
Beware of

Further information about medicinal product 
 counterfeiting can be found at

www.beware-of-counterfeits.com4

Safety features of Nexavar®-packaging 
(further variants might be available)
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PMR 86867435  (O8/01)
Pantone: 2718, 1255, Black, Unvarnish

Each tablet contains

sorafenib
200 mg

120 Tablets

� Only NDC 50419-488-58

Nexavar®

(sorafenib) tablets
Pharmaceuticals0 ] [
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Whippany, NJ 07981
Manufactured in Germany

Manufactured for:
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Pictures by way of example


